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February 7, 1974 Aec
TO: AMBASSADOR KINTNER, BANGKOK
~ FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT, WHITE HOUSE @

I appreciate your letter of January 24 and your cable comments
on our PARA statement,
- No decision has been made on the OV-10's, and we are well aware

of your concerns. I cannot p.r_omise that in the end they will be ‘a.vailable,‘ |

' because of the need for them in our own active forces., We will do all we

. ¢an, however, and keep you posted. 1 will also get your photographs.

-As for our pfoj ected troop levels in Thailand, I apiﬁrediate the

‘stress you are putt:mg on the develop:ng Thai mternal situation and on the

-wmght we must now g:we to this factor. As you know, 1t is not tha only

factor we are considering, but we are senaltwe to all its Imphcatmns. ‘

We are gomg to review all these issues in greater detail over the

coaning weeka. I understa.nd you are returmng here for a ws1t¢-JZ.‘ha.t

ahould g:we us the Opporhmt'y to talk over these matters and to get the |

-

beneﬁt of your views firsthand.

Warm regards.

NSS, USAF, OSD, State‘
. |Dept. reviews completed
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SECRET/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY ‘ ACTION

February 4, 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR

BRENT SCOWCROFT

—

FROM: W.R. Smyger-*%"

SUBJECT: Messages from Kintner on Our Forces in
Thailand

You have recently received two communications. from Ambassador

Kintner regarding our troop levels in Thailand,

" The first is a letter (Tab C) in which Kintner reports Doolins' claim
“that the transfer of OV -10 aircraft to Thailand has been ruled out --

contrary to Kintner's earlier understanding. Kintner asks you to
look into this. He also encloses some memcons of marginal interest
and asks for signed photographs, which I can handle separately.

The second is a telegram, provoked by our PARA policy statement, that

‘argues that we should reduce our forces faster than we have been planning

because of the Thai internal situation (Tab B), It also raises questions
about the adequacy of our consultations with the Thai on base planning and

These issues are so messy that there is no sense going into them right
now, But we want to be polite to Kintner and underscore our awareness
of his concerns,

[FYI: We now have about 36,000 troops in Thailand, These are

to be reduced to 32, 200 by the end of FY 74, and to 24, 700 by
"latter' 1975, DOD is now presenting plans for the drawdown over
the next few months, and we have some questions about those plans
that we are handling in separate memoranda to the Secretary. ]

Recommendation

‘That you sign the attached telegram backchannel to Kintner at Tab A.

Approve Disapprove
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TO THE WHITE HOUSE @ }/:/P-

$ ECRE T 0512007 FER 74 J 9 Mf’ /Qr/

FMm AMBASSABOR KINTNERs BANGKOK 645

TA: THE WHITE HOUSES EXCLUSIVELY EYES DNLY FrOR
GENERAL SCOWCROFT

REF: WHITE HOUSE 40354

1. 1 VFRY MUCH APPRECIATE YDUR DRAFT STATEMENT OF U.S. POLICY
TOWARD THAILAND. THIS STATEMENT FILLS A LONG FELT NEED AND, WHEN
FINALLY APPROVEDs WILL GIVe US A BASIC FRAMEWORK FQOR OUR Py ICY
TNWARD THAILAND WHICH HAS THE CONCURRENCE 0Or THE HIGHEST LEVELS
GF THE U.S. GNVERNMENT, THE FOLLOWING ARE MY COMMENTS ON TWIS
PDRAET: YDOUR MESSAGE AND BY COMMENTS HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO ASST SECY
INGERSOLL WHD CONCURS.

2, FIRST, T ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVEs I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE THAT
THIS POLICY STATEMENT STRESSES THF HIGH VALUE WE ATTACH TO nUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH THAILAND AND RECOGNIZES THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH
THATLANN HAS MADE OVER MANY YEARS TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF QOUr
INTERESTS N SOUTHEAST ASIa, IF I READ THIS STATEMENT CORReCTLY,
IT ALSD SAYS THAT WE PLAN TO CONTINUE T} PLAY A ROLE IN SOUTHEAST
ASTA, 1 WELCOME THIS INDICATION OF OUR LON5 TERM INTENTIONS,

3, THE DRAFT STATEMENT RIGHTLY RECOGINIZES THATs TO MAINTAIN THAT
COOPERATION IN AREAS IMPORTANT 7O USs WE WILL HAVE TO ASSIST THE
RTG IN MEETING ITS PRIORITy REQUIPEMENTS, 1IN THIS CONTEXT, THREE
PARTIONS OF THE PAPER ARE DARTICULARLY WELCNME?! THMSE SETTING
FORTH OUR INTENTION TO CONTINUE T0O PROVIODE ECONDMIC AND MILTTARY
ASSISTACEZ OQUR WILLINGNESS TO TURN OVER EXCESS DEFENSE ITEMS

TO THE RTG TO THE MAXIMUM £XTENT POSSIBLEZ aND AUR WILLINGNESS

T USE THAILAND AS A SUPPLIER OF MATERIALS FOR THE REHABILITATION
OF INDOCHINA, IN THIS CONMECTIANs I SUGGEST WE ALSD ADD A
STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT WE WILL SEEK WaYS TO INCREASE THAIL
EXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES IN ORDER TD RENUCE WHAT THE THal
REGARD AS & POLITICALLY SEMNSITIVE ADVERSE BALANCE OF TRADE,

4, THE MAJOR SHORTCOMING nF THE DRAFT STATEMENTs AS I SEE 1T,

25X1
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SCOWCROFT MCFARLANE RODMAN
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1S ITS FAILURE TG TAKE ACCAUNT 0F THE CURRENT THAI POLITICAL SITUA-
TION, AS WE HAVE REPORTEN IN A NIMBER OF MESSAGESs THE THAT ARE
BECAMING FAR MORE ASSERTIVE AND INDEPENDENT, THIS IS A NEW saLL
GAME FROM THE OLD DAYS WHFEN THE THAI AGREED TQ ALMOST ANY REQUEST
WE MADE OF THEM. STUDENTS, POLITICIANS AND QTHERS ARE FOCUSING ON
THE U.S, MILITARY PRESENCE AND U.S. INFLUENCE IN

THATLANR IN GENERAL, THIS SITUATION IS LIxc=Ly TO INTENSIFY

AS WE MMVE TOWARL ELECTIONS WITHIN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS OR §n,

I SUGGEST LANGUAGE REFLECTING THIS FACT BE INCLUDED.

§, WHILE THE RTG MAS NOT ®RESSED US UNDULLY DURING THE PAST SEVERAL

MANTHSs TO REDUCE DUR MILITARY PRESENCE IT CAN BE EXPECTED 70

DN SO AS THESE PRESSURES GrOW. I BELIEVE IT IS MUCH IN 0OUR
INTERESTS TD STAY AHEAN 0OF THE GAME AND REDUCE OUR PRESENCE BEFORE
ThIS BECOMES A MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUE. BY 0OWN GUESS WOULD RF THAT
RETAINING 24,700 PERSONNEL HERE UNTIL LATE 1975 IS MORE THan THE
TRARFIC WILL BEAR. WE WOULD HAVE T0O HEDGE nUR. AETS FOR THE
PRESENT UNTIL WE SEE THE PNLITICAL COMPLEXINN DF THE NEW GNVERN-

'MENT FOLLOWING ELECTIONSs BUT I THINK WE WOULD BE WISE TO REDUCE j&

TO THE FORMER 325200 CEILING BY TAKING QUT UMESSENTIAL.PERSNNNEL
JUST AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND SHOOT FOR SOMETHING

BELNW 20+000 AFTER THE 197& ORY SEASON., EVEN THIS COULD BE - _
TOSSED INTO A COCKED HAT IrF A HIGHLY NATIONALISTIC OR NEUTRALIST=
LEANING GOVERNMENT TAKES PiiWER AFTER THE ELECTIONS,

6, I BELIEVE IT ALSQO IMPOTANT THAT THE PARAGRAPH ON FORCF

OENIIATIANG FICARIY STATE TuaAT Tulc 1€ SUHAICAT TN CAMSIM TATIAN
SR - SRS - P e T T T AN Pl AL aw wwaway b FE S R R R A

WITH THE RTG. [ S —

——— T T

7. AS A SECOND MAJDR SUGGESTIONs I BELIEVE THE POLICY STATEMENT
SHOULD STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCUSSING WITH THE RTG 0OUR
INTENTIONS REGARDING SOUTH-AST ASTA BEYDOND 1975. WILL WE

WANT TO KEEP 0ONE OR MDRE Ok THE THAI BASES REYDND THAT TIMe»

I S0s WE MEED TD START PREPARING THE THAI c0OR THIS NOW,.
OTHERWISE WE MAY FIND THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MEANTIME CLOSE
OUT CERTAIN NOPTIONS FOR US, TO A CERTAIN EXTENT WE HAVE DONE
THI$==AT LEAST TO THE EXTENT OF KEEPING THE THAD INFORMED nn
IMMEDIATE DEVELOPMENT=--BUT ALL TON OFTEN WE HAVE FOUND DURSELVES
TELLING THE THAI ABQUYT IMPARTANT U.S. DECISIONS AFFECTING TwE
FUTURE DNF SDOUTHEAST ASIA OnLY HOURS OR MINUTES BEFORE A PURLIC
ANNOUNCHMENT IS MADE, THE THAI nD NOT REGARN THIS AS THE TvyrE

DF TRUE CONSULTATION wWHICH THEYs AS A LOYAL ALLY» EXPECT.
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9, AT YOUR REQUEST WE HAVE SHOWN YOUR MESSAGE TO ASSISTANT
- SFCRETARY INGERSOLL, HE IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH OUR
CNMMENTS.

10. THANKS AGAIN FOR THE APPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON THE DRa=T
STATEMENT. 1T SHOWS A GREAT DEAL OF THOUGHT AND WILL FILL
A DEFINITE NEED. I LDOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING IT AGAIN THROUGH
STATE CHANNELS, :

11. SUGGEST YOU SHOW THIS MESSAGE TO SECRETARY KISSINGER AmD, IF ',i:I
THEY HAVE SEEN THE DRAFT STATEMENTs TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
AND DIRECTOR OF CIA. :

12. WARM REGARDS.

Q00
o RECALLED ‘ _
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January 24, lQ?H

SECRET

Dear Brent:

-

As you undoubtedly know, we have been having a rather hot
time in Thailand because | | I am enclosing
two memcons which will give you a more personal feel of 25X1
the situation. The first report is on my conversation "
last week with the Prime lMinlster and Forelgn Minister. /

The second report is on the conversation I had yesterday

with Air Marshal Dawee, CGeneral Surakit and General

Kriangsak. In the second, you will note that a discussion

of this incident will take place at the Natlonal Legislative
Assembly on February 1. I am confident that we will ride

out the storm, but as both of these memoranda indlecate, /

T 2w 3~ ML 4 P % e i | EETE |
the geonior peeorle in the Thal government are stlill receldvin

a great deal of flack

o
Py 7

25X1
On another subject, Dennis Doolin, Deputy Assistant . !

Secretary of Defense, has been here for almost a week. . \$ il
He informs me that the OV-10 transfer has been ruled out f¢f
because of lezal considerations by Seeretary of Defense | o
Schlesinger. As you recall, prior to coming out here, '
I was categorically assured by both yourself and the
Deputy Secretary of Defense Clements that fhese alrcraft
would be made avallable for transfer to the Royal Thal
Air Forece. As things now stand, i1t would require the
intervention of the Secretary of State or the Preslident
to override the DOD decision. What are the chances?

Major General Brent Scowcroft
Asslistant to the President
National Security Affairs

The VWhite House

Washington, D.C.
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A=ain on another matter, I am st11l waiting for the sicned .
photographs of the Presldent, Al Haig and the Secretary
of State. Before I fix up my office, it would be helpful
1f T preceive these plctures. We can do the framing out
- here. Larry Eagleburger wvas supposed to produce the photo-
graphs, signed by Henry, so you might give him a call.

T am enjoying the challenze and I like the heat in th /‘;3'
kitehen. With all good wishes. o -

Sincerely, -

William R. Kintner
Enclosures:

As stated.
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